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in South El Monte. These projects have, and 
will continue to make, an enormous difference 
in the lives of families living in the 32nd Con-
gressional District of California. 

Jennifer’s intelligence, kindness, and profes-
sionalism have earned her the trust and re-
spect of her colleagues. She has served as a 
mentor to all of the staff, teaching them about 
the legislative process and various public pol-
icy issues with patience and understanding, 
earning the nickname ‘‘Mama Grodsky’’ 
among my staff. 

Jennifer’s departure from my office will be a 
tremendous loss to my staff and me. While I 
am sad to see Jennifer leave my office, I am 
proud of her new career advancement as the 
Director of Federal Affairs for the University of 
Southern California. As a Magna Cum Laude 
graduate and proud alumnus of this renowned 
university, Jennifer will be an invaluable asset 
to her new office. The University of Southern 
California will be very fortunate to have such 
a talented and bright young woman to lead its 
new Washington, DC, office. I join my staff in 
Washington, DC, and district offices in El 
Monte and East Los Angeles in wishing Jen-
nifer the best of luck in all of her future en-
deavors. 
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TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT: A 
LEGACY FOR USERS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 10, 2005 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3) to authorize 
funds for Federal-aid highways, highway 
safety programs, and transit programs, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I rise to ex-
press my support for language in H.R. 3 which 
would permit states to exempt certain hybrid 
vehicles from high occupancy vehicle regula-
tions. 

The legislation provides that alternative fuel 
vehicles as well as vehicles that achieve a 
highway fuel economy rating of 45 miles per 
gallon or greater may be exempted from HOV 
requirements through September 29, 2009. 

I would like to insert into the record a memo 
prepared at my request by the Congressional 
Research Service which analyzes the HOV 
provisions of H.R. 3 with respect to the treat-
ment of hybrid vehicles. 

It is important to note that based on my con-
versations with the authors of this legislation 
as well as this memo, the language of H.R. 3 
would permit states the flexibility regulate 
when and where hybrid vehicles would be ex-
empt from HOV regulations within the state. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe it is important that the 
States have the flexibility to regulate the hy-
brid use of HOV lanes within their state—both 
in terms of where hybrids will be permitted in 
HOV lanes and when they may be permitted. 
The language in H.R. 3 seems to achieve this 
purpose. 

CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE, 
Washington, DC, March 9, 2005. 

Hon. BRAD SHERMAN. 
HYBRID VEHICLE ACCESS TO HOV LANES 

UNDER H.R. 3 
As you requested, this memorandum pro-

vides an analysis of the high occupancy vehi-

cle (HOV) provisions in the Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (H.R. 3), as 
reported in the House. Specifically, you 
asked about the treatment of hybrid vehicles 
in H.R. 3. 

Section 1208 of the bill adds a new Section 
168 to Title 23 of the United States Code. 
Section 18(b)(4) would allow—but not re-
quire—states to exempt ‘‘low emission and 
energy efficient vehicles’’ from HOV require-
ments through September 29, 2009. The bill 
does not specifically address hybrid vehicles: 
instead, the bill provides that alternative 
fuel vehicles as well as vehicles that achieve 
a highway fuel economy rating of 45 miles 
per gallon or greater may be exempted. Eli-
gible vehicles must also meet the new Tier 2 
light vehicle emissions standards, and must 
be certified by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. It should be noted that a state 
must actively establish a program to exempt 
vehicles—the exemption is not automatic. 

Further, you asked whether states would 
have the authority to exempt vehicles from 
specific HOV lanes at specific times, or 
whether the state would be required to ex-
empt vehicles from all HOV lanes. The sec-
tion on vehicle exemptions states that ‘‘the 
State agency may allow vehicles certified as 
low emission and energy-efficient vehicles 
. . . to use the HOV facility . . .’’ In this and 
several other subsections, the bill refers to 
an ‘‘HOV facility’’ in the singular. The Fed-
eral Highway Administration treats every 
separate section of highway as a separate 
‘‘HOV facility.’’ For example, in Virginia the 
HOV lanes outside of the Capital Beltway in 
Interstate 66, the lanes inside of the beltway 
on I–66, and the lanes on I–95/I–395 are all 
treated as separate facilities. The restric-
tions on time and minimum occupancy differ 
for all three facilities. Because of these dis-
tinctions, it appears that states could choose 
to exempt vehicles from one facility (i.e. 
highway) and not another. 

What is less clear is whether states could 
designate specific lanes (within a facility) 
and times. The bill requires states to ‘‘estab-
lishes procedures for enforcing the restric-
tions on the use of the facility by such vehi-
cles.’’ This would seem to grant the state 
latitude in determining when and where low 
emission and energy efficient vehicles could 
be exempted from the HOV restrictions. 
However, allowing compliant vehicles ex-
emptions at some times but not others—or 
in some lanes but not others—would add a 
level of complexity to the enforcement of 
HOV restrictions. It therefore seems an open 
question whether states would choose to ex-
empt compliant vehicles from restrictions on 
all state HOV facilities, or on specific facili-
ties without specifying which lanes could be 
used or at what time. 

It should be noted that H.R. 3, as intro-
duced, would have required states to charge 
tolls for all vehicles exempted from the HOV 
restrictions. The version as reported allows 
such tolls, but does not require them. It 
should also be noted that states would be re-
quired to limit or discontinue the exemp-
tions, if they were found to decrease traffic 
flow along the HOV lanes. 

Sincerely, 
BRAD YACOBUCCI, 

Specialist in Energy Policy Resources, 
Sciences and Industry Division. 

INTRODUCTION OF PROTECTION 
OF CIVIL LIBERTIES ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, last year, 
using the 9/11 Commission Report as a guide, 
we passed the National Intelligence Reform 
Act. In addition to reorganizing our nation’s in-
telligence system, it created a Civil Liberties 
Board. Unfortunately, this newly created Civil 
Liberties Board is only a shell of what is need-
ed in order to be effective. Therefore we are 
introducing ‘‘The Protection of Civil Liberties 
Act’’ to amend the current board. With the ex-
ception of making the Board an independent 
agency, this bill would reinstate the provisions 
that were taken out in conference. These com-
monsense provisions give the Board the au-
thority it needs. Specifically the bill: 

1. Gives the Board subpoena power. Cur-
rently the board needs the permission of the 
Attorney General to issue a subpoena. Also, 
the Board lacks access to the private contrac-
tors who currently perform many critical intel-
ligence functions. 

2. Creates the Board as an independent 
agency in the executive branch. Currently the 
board is in the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent. 

3. Requires that all 5 members of the Board 
be confirmed by the Senate. Currently only the 
Chair and the Vice Chair will be confirmed. 

4. Requires that no more than 3 members 
can be from the same political party. Currently 
there is no provision that ensures a bipartisan 
Board. 

5. Sets a term for Board members at 6 
years. Currently members will serve at the 
pleasure of the President. 

6. Creates the chairman as a full-time mem-
ber of the Board. This increases the likelihood 
that the Board will meet regularly. 

7. Restores the qualifications of Board 
members that were originally included in the 
Senate bill. This would require that members 
have prior experience with protecting civil lib-
erties, among other things. Currently there are 
no such requirements. 

8. Restores reporting requirements to Con-
gress. One of the main recommendations of 
the 9/11 Commission was the need for more 
Congressional Oversight. Restoring the report-
ing requirement language requiring semi-
annual reports helps achieve this goal. 

9. Requires each executive department or 
agency with law enforcement or antiterrorism 
functions should designate a privacy and civil 
liberties officer. Currently the law only ex-
presses a sense of Congress that a privacy 
and civil liberties officer be established. 

This is important legislation and I urge all of 
my colleagues to support it. 
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RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF EFFECTIVE 
RADIOPROTECTANT DRUG 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to a pressing national 
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need. The resolution I present here is a rec-
ognition of our responsibility to protect the 
American people from the horrors of radiation 
exposure as best we can. 

In this era of terrorism, the ultimate fear has 
always been the detonation of either a nuclear 
or radiological device in an American city by 
terrorists. Even a low-yield nuclear device is 
capable of causing large-scale damage. 

After a blast occurs the radiation that follows 
is also an enormous concern. 

We cannot counter the effects of a thermo-
nuclear explosion. However, science is devel-
oping countermeasures to the medical effects 
of radiation exposure. These whole-body 
drugs, known as radioprotectants, represent a 
great step forward in protecting American citi-
zens from the horrors of terrorism in the nu-
clear age. 

This resolution expresses the sense of Con-
gress that these drugs, if proven safe and ef-
fective, should be purchased and stockpiled 
by the federal government at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity under Project Bioshield. 

This resolution recognizes the potential 
these drugs stand for, and is the first step to-
ward appropriating the first effective medical 
countermeasures to radiation sickness. I 
strongly urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this resolution as part of our responsi-
bility to safeguard American lives. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LANE EVANS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, on the afternoon 
of March 10th until the morning of March 15th, 
I was part of an official congressional delega-
tion to commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
the Battle of Iwo Jima. The delegation also 
had official events in Guam and Hawaii. Due 
to my absence I was not able to make the fol-
lowing votes and would like the record to indi-
cate that I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll call 
vote number 62. I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
roll call votes number 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, and 
68. 
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TRIBUTE TO FLORIDA MEMORIAL 
UNIVERSITY, AN OUTSTANDING 
HBCU AND A TRULY GREAT IN-
STITUTION OF HIGHER LEARN-
ING 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise to pay tribute to Florida 
Memorial College, which will become Florida 
Memorial University during campus cere-
monies to be held on Friday, March 18, 2005. 

Founded in 1879 as the Florida Baptist Insti-
tute in Live Oak, Florida under the aegis of the 
Baptist Church and the leadership of the Rev. 
Matthew Gilbert, Florida Memorial is one of 
the oldest academic centers in Florida. It was 
later transferred to Jacksonville in 1892 as the 
Florida Baptist Academy. It was on this cam-
pus that faculty member J. Rosamond John-

son and his brother James Weldon Johnson 
co-wrote ‘‘Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing,’’ which is 
now known as the Negro National Anthem. 

In 1968 the College moved to Miami, Florida 
where it has grown to include a student body 
of 1,378 students from all over Florida, the 
Nation and the Caribbean. President Dr. Albert 
E. Smith has provided inspired leadership of 
the institution and its 66–member faculty. Dr. 
Smith has been very effective in attracting tal-
ented professors and students, and in shaping 
one of Florida’s most beautiful college cam-
puses. 

Florida Memorial offers thirty-eight degree 
programs through its seven academic divi-
sions. It is accredited by the Commission on 
Colleges of the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools (SACS) and is recognized 
by the Association of Collegiate Business 
Schools and Programs (ACBSB) and the Na-
tional Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE). 

Throughout its glorious history, Florida Me-
morial has graduated thousands of profes-
sionals who have made history and are mak-
ing productive, innovative contributions to this 
Nation and the world. It is for this reason that 
this transformation from Florida Memorial Col-
lege to Florida Memorial University is genu-
inely deserved, for it manifests in no small 
measure the excellence of its programs and 
its significance in our community. 

My best wishes to President Smith, his staff, 
faculty, student body and alumni on this great 
achievement. It is thrilling to imagine what this 
great institution will achieve in the next 124 
years. 
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A TRIBUTE TO SAM LAMANTIA JR. 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker I rise today to 
pay special tribute to Sam Lamantia Jr., a 
man with a heart of gold who has spent 27 
years raising money to help abused children. 
Sam is a master barber in Baltimore, and in 
1978 he almost single-handedly started the Ed 
Block Courage Awards. 

Sam Lamantia conceived of the award as a 
way to help abused children in Baltimore. 
Named for Ed Block, the athletic trainer for the 
Baltimore Colts, the award was first designed 
to honor one Baltimore Colt player a year. 
Since then, 17 Ed Block Courage Houses 
have opened in NFL cities around the Nation, 
helping abused children and their families. 

Sam moved with his family from Italy to Bal-
timore as a young child. In Baltimore, he grew 
up playing and loving sports. As an adult, Sam 
and his boyhood friends from the Eastside 
Athletic Club began sponsoring sports teams 
and giving back to local charities. Eventually, 
they conceived of the Ed Block Courage 
Award, and Sam talked many of his clients 
who were members of the Baltimore Colts into 
helping. Sam’s vision of giving back to the 
community has now grown to include 28 NFL 
teams and their players. 

I hope my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives will join me in saluting Sam 
Lamantia Jr., a true hero who has found a 
way to help bring hope back into the lives of 
abused children. 

RECOGNIZING VERIZON’S HISPANIC 
SUPPORT ORGANIZATION 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the California Chapter of Verizon’s His-
panic Support Organization for hosting the 7th 
Annual Hispanic Support Organization Na-
tional Conference. Since its establishment in 
1988, the Hispanic Support Organization, a 
Verizon employee resource group, has been 
working to advance the professional needs of 
Hispanic employees, improve the communities 
where Hispanics live in, and support Verizon’s 
initiatives in the Hispanic community. 

It is my pleasure to recognize groups like 
Verizon’s Hispanic Support Organization for 
their service to the professional development 
of our Latino community. This year’s theme for 
the conference is called: ‘‘Construyendo 
Nuestro Futuro y Destino/Building Our Future 
and Our Destiny.’’ The Hispanic Support Orga-
nization has been doing this kind of invest-
ment in our community for more than 16 
years. With the growth of the Hispanic com-
munity in the United States, it is important that 
organizations keep providing opportunities for 
the personal and professional development of 
Hispanics. 

Verizon’s Hispanic Support Organization 
has done an outstanding job with their 
mentorship program and scholarship program, 
while at the same time providing financial as-
sistance to organizations that serve the needs 
of the Hispanic community. The intellectual 
and social benefit that the Hispanic Support 
Organization provides to its members fosters 
an environment of support and encourages 
the creation of leaders in our community. I 
wish the Hispanic Support Organization much 
success at its conference in Los Angeles this 
week and in the future. 

f 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT FOR 
H.R. 1292—SPECIALLY ADAPTED 
HOUSING CORRECTION 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2005 

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, Chapter 21 of title 
38, United States Code, provides for grants to 
adapt or acquire suitable housing for certain 
severely disabled veterans, including veterans 
who are unable to ambulate without assist-
ance. The maximum grant amount for a se-
verely disabled veteran is $50,000. 

Public Law 108–183 extended eligibility for 
the adaptive housing grant to severely dis-
abled servicemembers who have not yet been 
processed for discharge from military service, 
but who will qualify for the benefit upon dis-
charge due to the severity of their disabilities. 
Prior to Public Law 108–183, qualifying 
servicemembers were not allowed to apply for 
or receive the grant until they were actually 
discharged from military service. 

Section 401 of S. 2486, Public Law 108– 
454, extends eligibility for specially adapted 
housing grants to veterans with permanent 
and total service-connected disabilities due to 
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